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PROCEEDINGS. 


GRAND  LODGE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


OUARTERLY  GRAND  COMMUNICATION, 


HELD  AT  PHILADELPHIA, 


SEPTEMBER  4TH,  A.  D.  1 867,  A.  L.  5867. 


PRESENT: 


Bro.  Richard  Vaux, 

Deputy  Grand  Master,  as 

Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master. 

“  Robert  A.  Lamberton, 

Senior  Grand  Warden,  as 

Right  Worshipful  Deputy  Grand  Master 

“  Samuel  C.  Perkins, 

Junior  Grand  Warden,  as 

Senior  Grand  Warden. 

“  Joseph  S.  Riley, 

As  Junior  Grand  Warden  tern. 

“  Peter  Williamson, 

Past  Grand  Master  and 

Right  Worshipful  Grand  Treasurer. 

(  3  ) 


Bro.  John  Thomson, 

Past  Grand  Master  and 

Right  Worshipful  Grand  Secretary. 

“  J.  Alexander  Simpson, 

Assistant  Grand  Secretary. 

“  Henry  M.  Dechert, 

Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

“  Harmanus  Neff, 

Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

“  Thomas  Brown, 

“  Joseph  H.  Hedges, 

Grand  Stewards. 

“  Henry  J.  White, 

Grand  Marshal. 

“  John  U.  Giller, 

Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

“  S.  Kingston  McCay, 

Grand  Pursuivant. 

“  William  B.  Schnider, 

Grand  Tyler. 

“  Rev’d  John  Chambers, 

William  Suddards, 

“  “  R.  H.  Pattison, 

Grand  Chaplains. 

“  William  Barger, 

“  James  Page, 

££  Peter  Fritz, 

“  Hon.  Henry  M.  Phillips, 

££  David  C.  Skerrett, 

Past  Grand  Masters. 

Bro.  Joseph  L.  Stichter, 

“  William  Chatland, 

District  Deputy  Grand  Masters. 


The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York, 
the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  the  M. 
W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Washington  Territory, 
were  represented  by  Brother  Richard  Vaux, 
Grand  Master;  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of 
Georgia  was  represented  by  R.  W.  Deputy 
Grand  Master  Brother  William  Love. 

And  a  large  attendance  of  members  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  and  Visitors. 

The  Grand  Lodge  opened  in  due  form  at 
7!  o’clock  P.  M. 

The  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master 
having  “  called  up  ”  the  Grand  Lodge,  all 
the  officers  and  members  standing  and  in 
silence,  addressed  them  : 


Brethren  : 

Since  the  last  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  death 
has  taken  from  us  the  R.  W.  G.  M.  Brother  John  L.  God¬ 
dard.  It  was  confidently  believed  that  his  life  would  have 
reached  over  his  term  as  Grand  Master,  though  his  failing 
health  prevented  the  performance  of  most  of  his  official 
duties.  His  malady,  however,  gradually  wasting  his  vitality, 
at  last  and  unexpectedly  ended  his  existence.  On  the  17th  of 
July,  in  the  fifty-fifth  year  of  his  age,  in  little  more  than  half 
of  the  first  year  of  his  service  in  the  chair,  he  ceased  from  his 
labors,  called  by  the  Great  Master  of  the  Universe,  we  rever¬ 
ently  hope,  to  that  exceeding  great  reward  which  we  are 
taught  is  the  consummation  of  the  practice,  as  well  as  the  per¬ 
formance,  of  the  principles  and  virtues  of  Freemasonry.  The 


Grand  Lodge,  we  feel  sure,  deeply  laments  this  dispensation  of 
the  All  Wise  and  All  Merciful  God.  We  stand  in  solemn  sub¬ 
ordination  to  His  edict.  The  consolation  which  relieves  our 
sorrow  is  to  be  found  in  the  remembrance  of  his  blameless 
life  ;  his  devotion  to  our  institution  ;  the  purity  of  his  charac¬ 
ter  ;  the  charity  which  he  exhibited  in  all  his  relations  with 
the  craft ;  and  the  brotherly  love  which  manifested  itself  in 
his  personal  and  official  actions. 

The  duties  and  the  responsibilities  of  this  station  being  thus 
imposed  upon  us,  our  first  care  was  to  testify  before  the  world, 
the  just  appreciation  of  the  fraternity  of  the  character  of  our 
Grand  Master,  and  therefore,  those  appropriate  Masonic  cere¬ 
monies  of  the  Grand  Lodge  were  performed  with  sadness  at 
his  grave.  Our  Grand  Master  and  Brother  has  passed  away. 
We  mourn,  yet  our  sorrow  is  illumined  by  the  light  of  that 
faith  which,  with  a  brightness  exceeding  far  that  of  the  meri¬ 
dian  sun,  throws  its  hallowed  rays  on  the  portals  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  above. 

Believing  that  it  was  both  proper  and  appropriate,  we 
issued  an  address  to  all  the  Subordinate  Lodges  of  this  juris¬ 
diction,  informing  them  of  the  death  of  our  Grand  Master, 
as  follows : 


MASONIC  HALL, 

Philadelphia ,  July  i8//z,  A.  L.  58 67. 

To  the  Worshipful  Master,  Officers  and  Brethren,  of  the  Subordi¬ 
nate  Lodges  of  Free  and  Accepted  Ancient  York  Masons  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Masonic  Jurisdiction  thereunto  belonging. 

Brethren  The  sad  duty  devolves  upon  us  of  announcing  to 
you  that  Brother  John  L.  Goddard,  our  Grand  Master,  departed 
this  life  yesterday.  A  malady,  unyielding  to  every  effort  to  avert 
its  results,  prevented  him  for  some  time  past  from  performing  the 
honorable  and  responsible  duties  of  his  station,  while  hope  was 
entertained  that  its  fatal  influences  might  be  delayed.  Almost  im¬ 
perceptibly  it  consumed  his  vital  powers,  and,  in  harmony  with 
God  and  man,  he  died.  His  labors  are  closed,  and  his  work  among 
us  is  finished. 

Devoted  to  the  principles  and  teachings  of  our  order,  imbued 
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with  those  virtues  which  constitute  its  glory,  his  life  was  an  example 
of  his  Masonic  faith,  and  his  death  a  triumph  of  its  consolations. 

While  we  gather  round  his  grave  to  express  our  sorrow,  and  lay 
on  it  tokens  of  our  affection  and  hope,  bound  together  by  the  sym¬ 
bol  of  immortality,  let  us  despoil  the  grave  of  its  victory,  in  the 
assurance,  that  those  jewels  which  adorned  his  character  here  on 
earth  with  purest  lustre  signalize  his  station  in  that  temple,  where 
Jehovah  is  worshipped  as  our  Master,  our  Father,  and  our  God. 

RICHARD  VAUX, 

Deputy  and  Acting  Grand  Master. 

Attest:  John  Thomson, 

Grand  Secretary . 

The  same,  changed  only  in  form,  was  transmitted  to  all  the 
Grand  Lodges  with  which  this  Grand  Lodge  holds  official  com¬ 
munication. 

Brethren,  having  thus  performed  what  was  regarded  as  un¬ 
exceptionable,  and  in  harmony  with  the  sad  occurrence  which 
rendered  it  obligatory,  we  considered  it  unnecessary  to  anticipate 
this  regular  communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  inform  the 
members  of  the  death  of  the  Grand  Master.  The  time,  short 
as  it  is,  that  has  intervened,  has  softened  the  poignancy  of  our 
grief;  and  now,  with  a  calmness  which  adds  dignity  to  our 
action,  the  Grand  Lodge  will  proceed  as  it  may  deem  proper, 
on  the  announcement  we  have  made  of  it. 

The  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary  will  read  the  proceedings  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  on  the  death  of  Grand  Master  Brother  John 
K.  Mitchell,  who  was  the  first  Grand  Master  in  this  jurisdic¬ 
tion  who  died  in  the  chair. 


This  having  been  done,  Past  Grand  Master 
Brother  Page  rose  and  said  : 

Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master  : 

As  you  have  just  informed  this  Grand  Lodge,  the  hand  ol 
death  has  again  been  in  our  midst.  Since  the  last  Grand  Quar¬ 
terly  Communication,  he  has  selected  a  bright  and  shining 
mark.  He  has  called  away  our  late  R.  W.  Grand  Master, 


Brother  John  L.  Goddard,  who  had  barely  entered  upon  the 
discharge  of  his  duties  in  the  chair  which  you  now  occupy. 
Short  indeed  was  his  possession  of  the  honor,  highly  as  he  es¬ 
teemed  it,  and  proudly  as  he  looked  upon  the  regalia  which 
denoted  his  rank.  Alas  !  how  frail  are  all  human  decorations, 
how  fleeting  the  distinctions  which  men  confer  upon  men !  In  the 
Lodge  and  out  of  it,  these  soon  pass  away  and  are  forgotten. 
What  a  lesson  of  humility  are  we  taught  by  these  constantly 
recurring  events,  reminding  us  of  the  perishable  nature  of  all 
earthly  things,  and  teaching  us  that  the  everlasting  is  only  to 
be  found  in  the  brighter  and  better  world  beyond. 

Brother  John  L.  Goddard  was  initiated  in  Lodge  No.  51, 
April  25,  1850,  crafted  June  27,  1850,  and  raised  to  the  sub¬ 
lime  degree  of  a  Master  Mason  November  28,  1850.  He  re¬ 
mained  but  a  short  time  with  this  Lodge,  having  left  it  June  23, 
1853,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  Lodge  in  West  Philadelphia. 
This  Lodge  was  constituted  as  Hamilton  Lodge,  No.  274,  on 
the  25th  of  October,  1853,  and  he  became  its  Worshipful 
Master  under  the  charter,  continuing  his  membership  in  that 
Lodge  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  aiding  and  assisting  it  with 
his  advice  and  counsel,  and  iri  all  his  associations  with  its 
members  ever  abounding  in  love  and  charity. 

In  December,  i860.  Brother  Goddard  was  elected  R.  W. 
Junior  Grand  Warden  of  this  Grand  Lodge  ;  re-elected  to  the 
same  position  in  December,  1861  ;  elected  R.  W.  Senior  Grand 
Warden  in  December,  1862;  re-elected  in  December,  1863  ; 
elected  R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master  in  December,  1864;  re¬ 
elected  in  December,  1865  ;  and  elected  R.  W.  Grand  Master 
in  December,  1  866. 

Brother  Goddard  was  born  on  the  24th  of  November,  1812. 
He  died  on  the  17th  of  July,  1867,  in  the  55th  year  of  his 
age.  He  was  installed  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master  of  this 
Grand  Lodge  on  the  27th  of  December,  1866,  so  that  he  held 
the  Grand  Mastership  a  little  more  than  six  months,  and  for  a 
part  of  that  time  was  prevented  by  ill-health  from  performing 
its  active  duties.  Pie  was  the  second  of  our  Grand  Masters 
who  died  while  in  office.  Brother  John  K.  Mitchell,  who  died 
in  April,  1858,  being  the  first. 
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Brother  Goddard  was  the  grandson  of  Paul  Beck,  Jr.,  a  well- 
known,  wealthy  and  prominent  citizen  of  Philadelphia.  He 
entered  into  mercantile  life  with  Atwood  &  Co.,  a  leading  house 
in  this  city,  and  was  subsequently  appointed  to  a  responsible 
position  in  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  was  ad¬ 
vanced  to  other  and  higher  places  in  the  same  institution,  until 
the  close  of  its  affairs.  Since  that  time  he  filled  different  finan¬ 
cial  situations,  the  last  of  which  was  the  Treasuryship  of  a  min¬ 
ing  corporation.  This  he  relinquished  a  few  months  before  his 
death,  in  consequence  of  his  failing  health.  His  habits  were 
domestic  and  retiring.  He  was  an  active  manager  of  the  House 
of  Refuge,  and  for  many  years  an  officer  in  several  Episcopal 
Churches :  at  the  time  of  his  death  being  a  member  and  vestry¬ 
man  of  the  Church  of  our  Saviour. 

Comparatively  short  as  was  the  Masonic  life  of  Brother 
Goddard,  he  succeeded,  nevertheless,  in  securing  the  esteem 
and  confidence  of  the  members  of  the  Order,  and  reached  the 
highest  honor  of  the  Craft.  These  are  strong  proofs  of  his 
worth,  his  principles  and  his  faith.  In  his  own  Lodge  he  was 
regarded  as  its  “  father,”  and  cherished  as  a  “  beloved”  brother. 
The  resolutions  passed  by  it  on  the  occasion  of  his  death  por¬ 
tray  in  eloquent  terms  the  strength  of  their  affection  and  iheir 
deep  sorrow  for  his  early  loss.  They  say  of  him  among  other 
things,  <f  that  his  purse  was  always  open  for  the  relief  of  a 
worthy  but  distressed  brother, — his  hand  ever  ready  to  sustain 
him, — his  heart  beat  responsively  to  our  joys  and  to  our 
sorrows.”  Beautiful  offering  to  the  memory  of  the  dead. 
These  are  the  flowers  with  which  Masonic  Love  decorates  the 
tomb  of  the  departed  btother.  They  are  tributes  that  survive 
distinction,  rank,  honor,  all  ended  now  by  the  remorseless 
power  that  spares  neither  age,  sex,  nor  condition. 

“The  hand  of  the  king  that  the  sceptre  hath  borne, 

The  brow  of  the  priest  that  the  mitre  hath  worn  j 
The  eye  of  the  sage  and  the  heart  of  the  brave, 

Are  hidden  and  lost  in  the  depth  of  the  grave.” 

The  remains  of  Brother  Goddard  were  deposited  beneath 
the  quiet  shade  of  the  Woodland  Cemetery,  on  the  banks  of 
the  Schuylkill,  on  Saturday  afternoon,  July  20,  1867,  attended 
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by  the  Grand  Officers  and  numerous  members  of  the  Grand 
and  other  Lodges,  with  befitting  Masonic  ceremonies  ;  the  act¬ 
ing  R.  W.  Grand  Master,  Brother  Richard  Vaux,  dropping 
into  the  grave  with  appropriate  ejaculations,  the  lambskin,  roll 
and  evergreen,  beautiful  emblems  of  our  Order,  signifying  In¬ 
nocence,  Remembrance,  Immortality. 

It  is  eminently  fitting  and  proper  that  notice  of  the  death  of 
our  lamented  R.  W.  Grand  Master  should  appear  upon  our 
records,  so  that  the  memory  of  so  true  and  bright  a  Mason, 
and  so  sincere  and  faithful  an  officer,  should  not  pass  away 
and  be  forgotten.  Therefore,  be  it 

Resolved ,  That  by  the  death  of  our  R.  W.  G.  M.  Brother  John 
L.  Goddard,  this  Grand  Lodge  has  sustained  a  severe  loss  and  the 
Brethren  generally  have  been  deprived  of  the  services  of  a  warm 
and  devoted  member  of  the  Order. 

Resolved ,  That  Brother  Goddard  in  his  Masonic  Career  ever 
evinced  an  ardent  attachment  to  the  principles  and  landmarks  of  the 
craft,  and  sought  in  all  the  positions  he  held  to  enforce  the  one  and 
preserve  the  other,  and  by  the  beauty  of  his  Masonic  life  became  an 
examplar  and  pattern  to  others  of  the  fraternity $  the  excellence  and 
morality  of  his  social  and  private  career  having  justly  won  the  esteem 
and  affection  of  a  numerous  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances, 
and  the  respect  of  the  community  at  large. 

Resolved ,  That  during  the  brief  time  he  held  the  Oriental  Chair, 
with  impaired  and  uncertain  health,  it  was  manifest  to  us  all,  how 
much  his  mind  and  heart  were  in  the  discharge  of  its  important 
duties,  and  what  pride  he  took  in  the  distinguished  honor  conferred 
upon  him,  an  honor  which  he  esteemed  above  price,  and  was  to  him 
the  brightest  feature  of  that  earthly  life  which  was  so  soon  to  close. 

Resolved ,  That  this  Grand  Lodge  sincerely  and  deeply  sympa¬ 
thizes  with  the  family  and  friends  of  our  late  R.  W.  G.  M.,  and 
tenders  its  condolence  on  the  melancholy  event. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  be  draped  in  black,  and  that 
one  thousand  copies  of  these  proceedings  be  published,  one  copy 
sent  to  the  family  of  the  deceased,  the  remainder  for  distribution  to 
other  Grand  Lodges  and  among  the  subordinate  Lodges  within  this 
jurisdiction. 


Resolved,  That  as  a  further  token  of  respect  for  the  memory  of 
our  deceased  brother,  no  election  shall  be  held  to  supply  the  vacancy 
caused  by  his  death,  before  the  annual  election  in  December  next. 

The  resolutions  being  seconded,  Brother 
Henry  M.  Dechert,  Senior  Grand  Deacon 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  then  said : 

Right  Worshipful  Sir: 

I  rise  upon  this  solemn  occasion  with  great  reluctance,  but 
I  cannot  permit  it  to  pass  by  without  paying  my  humble  trib¬ 
ute  to  the  memory  of  Brother  John  L.  Goddard. 

The  testimonials  of  his  worth,  and  of  his  high-standing 
among  us,  and  in  this  community,  so  eloquently  presented  by 
our  distinguished  brethren  speak  the  sentiments  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  this  Grand  Lodge.  An  intimacy  existing  between  us 
in  a  Subordinate  Lodge  and  elsewhere,  enables  me  to  speak  of 
those  qualities  in  his  character,  which  go  so  far  to  endear  one 
man  to  other  men. 

As  Brother  Past  Grand  Master  Page  has  stated.  Brother 
Goddard  was  the  Charter  Master  of  Hamilton  Lodge,  No. 
274;  until  within  a  short  period  prior  to  his  death,  he  was  a 
regular  attendant  at  its  meetings.  We  regarded  him  there  as 
a  more  than  friend — as  an  elder  Brother.  All,  in  turn,  sought 
for  his  aid,  advice  or  instruction,  and  none  ever  asked  for  it 
in  vain.  He  was  a  large-hearted  and  benevolent  man,  who 
could  alike  sympathize  in  the  joys  and  sorrows  of  all  his  friends 
and  brethren.  The  members  of  Hamilton  Lodge  know,  with 
you,  that  we  have  sustained  an  irreparable  loss. 

The  community  of  West  Philadelphia,  with  the  local  and 
charitable  movements  of  which  Brother  Goddard  was  closely 
identified,  join  with  us  in  lamenting  his  death. 

He  was  of  an  unobtrusive  and  retiring  disposition,  and 
always  refused  offers  to  draw  him  into  public  life.  Home  was 
the  happiest  place  on  earth  for  him ;  there,  he  met  affectionate 
relatives  and  friends,  whose  comfort  and  happiness  were  his 
constant  care.  He  yielded  to  the  repeated  calls  of  the  brethren 
here,  and  for  making  this  exception  in  his  mode  of  life,  he  had 
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good  reasons.  He  was  deeply  convinced  of  the  truth  and  use¬ 
fulness  of  our  ancient  fraternity,  and  each  year  he  became  more 
thoroughly  imbued  with  its  sublime  precepts. 

He  abhorred  all  innovations  upon  the  ancient  work  and  land¬ 
marks  ;  he  sincerely  believed,  that  within  its  ancient  teach¬ 
ings  there  would  be  found  “a  sure  rule  for  our  faith,  and  guide 
to  our  practice,”  and  that,  thereby,  “  we  will  be  better  fitted  to 
live,  and  perhaps  to  die.” 

He  spent  some  of  the  best  years  of  his  life  in  the  service  of 
this  R.  W.  Grand  Lodge,  and  when,  after  the  last  Annual 
Grand  Communication,  he  was  informed  in  his  sick-chamber, 
that  by  your  unanimous  vote  he  had  been  elected  R.  W.  Grand 
Master,  he  received  the  intelligence  gratefully,  very  gratefully, 
my  brethren,  as  a  lasting  mark  of  your  esteem  and  confidence. 
Although  repeatedly  prostrated  by  disease,  he  arose  and  re¬ 
turned  to  the  discharge  of  his  duties  in  this  hall. 

He  possessed  that  fine  degree  of  integrity,  which  would  allow 
him  to  owe  no  man  any  thing,  or  to  leave  no  single  duty  undis¬ 
charged.  A  careful  examination  of  his  papers  justifies  me  in 
saying  that  he  wronged  no  man  in  his  life,  or  in  his  death. 

In  the  Providence  of  God,  Brother  Goddard  died  childless  ; 
he  has  left  as  a  priceless  heritage  to  us,  his  brethren,  his  name — 
that  of  a  good,  an  upright  man. 

He  approached  death  with  an  unclouded  intellect,  but  with 
a  spirit  wearied  by  intense  bodily  pain.  A  few  months  pre¬ 
viously,  he  pointed  out  with  startling  preciseness  the  place  in 
the  “  Woodlands”  in  which  he  wished  his  body  to  lie  ;  it  was 
said  not  hastily,  but  with  the  seriousness  of  death  hanging 
upon  his  lips. 

A  consultation  of  physicians  was  held  in  his  sick-room  on 
the  day  before  his  death.  Their  unfavorable  opinion  was  com¬ 
municated  to  him,  and  that  night  he  told  me,  calmly  and  tran¬ 
quilly,  that  he  must  soon  die.  I  will  not  intrude  further  upon 
the  privacy  of  that  sacred  hour.  He  met  his  death  hopefully 
and  trustingly,  as  a  good  man  should  meet  his  fate. 

He  leaves  surviving  him,  a  disconsolate  widow,  the  partner 
of  his  life,  who  will  receive  our  fraternal  sympathy.  He  leaves 
surviving,  the  brethren  of  this  jurisdiction,  who  will  rise  as  a 
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cloud  of  witnesses,  to  testify  to  the  faithfulness  and  purity  of 
his  life.  We  can  say  in  very  truth,  a  good  man  hath  fallen 
in  Israel. 

At  the  conclusion  of  Brother  Dechert’s 
address,  the  question  was  taken  on  the 
resolutions,  when  they  were  unanimously 
adopted.  After  which  the  Grand  Lodge 
proceeded  to  the  discharge  of  its  regular 
business. 

JOHN  THOMSON, 

Grand  Secretary . 
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